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the result that some of my towed ' hopsJ ended in a
dive and a crash which damaged my machine to such
an extent that several days' work were needed to put
it right. In the end I fitted a quick-release device
which I was able to control from the pilot's seat. On
one occasion I struck the wire spiked railings, which
fence off the finishing straight, fortunately without
injuring myself.

Towards the end of 1907 I was joined at Brooklands
by another flying pioneer when Mr. (now Lieut.-Col.)
J. T. G. Moore-Brabazon had a shed built alongside
mine. Up to that time I had been quite alone, apart
from a robin which used to visit me and feed out of
my hand. Moore-Brabazon's machine had been built
by Short Brothers, then makers of balloons. It had a
'Buchet3 engine, rudders at the side, and a trailing
floppy ' stabilizing' plane in addition to the elevator.
It had a decidedly weak under-carriage, as supplied.
This was replaced by a new one, which was made at a
Weybridge garage. The mechanic designed a new
under-carriage and assisted in its construction. When
this landing gear was ready he was going to wire to
Moore-Brabazon to come and try the machine. But I
suggested, as a precautionary measure, that he should
take the trestles away first to see how the machine
stood up to its new gear. This he agreed would be a
good idea, but immediately the trestles were removed
the under-carriage collapsed.

After this another and stronger chassis was designed
and built; and as the machine appeared capable of
standing up all right on this one, a wire was sent to
Moore-Brabazon telling him that everything was ready
for a trial. He arrived, but when he saw his prospective
mount he looked rather worried, which was hardly
surprising if one had seen the machine. However,
his anxiety was short-lived. The aeroplane was
wheeled out, the engine started up with a roar, and